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No. 2, and O° No. 4. 


Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon 
2b 
Time, Times, Half time 
be Ut be om oe <U/ UF a kek 6 sy Sesoe be 
ree gs = ie tes Te ew 5 ore Sal or WYle Bh 6 Yle bi 
Unt ent oF ox Ben l Se bob UF Web 
er deb ot UAC & i usta edu nd cf bb Ff 
eu U3 hea oh Lo So <8 


A DICTIONARY 


OF THE TARGUMIM, THE TALMUD BABLI 
AND YERUSHALML, AND THE MIDRASHIC 
LITERATURE 


COMPILED BY 


MARCUS JASTROW, Pa. D. Leer. D. 


so INDEX OF scRIETUAE. QUOTATIONS 


“IRON f. (MO) @ woman with regular men- 
bari struation. Yalk. Gen. 82 (expl. 1259, Gen. XVIII, 12) 
“4 puss m53 ednah is related to iddanin (Dan. VII, 25, 
periods), and means a woman &c. (differ. in Gen.R. s.48, 
v. non). 


Ste Fe pln’ be Bolp SH & ole 
UW UF ox Se Sy Se EE Ube ot Brut 
Eun wf sxe ul 6Zb 

WIG cot re Mtoe Meu tbe Ai 
CP IS BK Use FOr Ue Jeb - ur us rrr 2 ef Not 
se lesTh Uri ust t See FS eee ye 


165 


LON RDORW.G : LUZAC ET TOREGBYU M’'SSONS 


stg peb gel SF Slew e998 9 apwatl Jy hs 
Sf IS UP NF ds rrr Ober Lcd 53h ye 33 aa I 
Feb 6 Ney OA TE -U E e ttt (G2 1) alas + (M9) Jt 
eS Ls 3 cis 5 OB Ag iE eo Oe ot Ob Leds OO ne gs 
Z Z _ 


OG Meh Ee ia ha etter Seb ed apf 
bof 
Dan. 9:25 Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word 
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88 Tue OLD TesTAMENT STUDENT. 


Jf. GOG AND MAGOG AND THE BND OF THE MESSIANIC AGE. 


A last attack upon the dominion of the Messiah is that which is designated 
as Gog and Magog. This conflict occurs at the end of the Messianic period, fills 
up the iniquity of the heathen and leads up to the judgment and the end of the 
world, It represents the transition from time to eternity, to the olam habba 
in the narrower sense of the word. The time of Gog and Magog comprises 
seven years. The meaning of the term is defined by the statement that “an evil 
spirit enters into the nations and they rebel against the king Messiah. He, how- 
ever, slays them, smiting the land with the rod of his mouth and killing the 
wicked one by the breath of his lips, and he leaves only Israel remaining.” (Cf. 
Gen. 10:2; Exod. 38:2; 39:1,6; Ezek. 38:5; 39:2; also, Rev. 20:5; 2 Thess. 2:8.) 

Some representations place the days of Gog and Magog at the beginning of 
the Messianic age. Accordingly it is said that there are four great manifestations 
of God: in Egypt, at the giving of the law, in the days of Gog and Magog, and 
finally, in the days of the Messiah. The prevailing view, however, would reverse 
the order of the last two and make this catastrophe the final conflict against Mes- 
siah’s reign, the signal for the judgment and destruction of the heathen, and the 
last act in the great drama of human history before time is merged into eternity. 
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It is taught: For all others liable for the death penalty [except for 
the enticer to idolatry] we do not hide witnesses. How do they 
deal with [the enticer]? They light a lamp for him in the inner 
chamber and place witnesses in the outer chamber so that they 
can see and hear him while he cannot see or hear them. One 
says to him "Tell me again what you said to me in private" and 
he tells him. He says "How can we forsake our G-d in heaven 
and worship idolatry?" If he repents, good. If he says "This is 
our obligation and what we must do" the witnesses who hear 
him from outside bring him to the court and stone him. And so 
they did to Ben Stada in Lud and hung him on the eve of 
Passover. 
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Many Rabbis believed that the period of the Messiah was to be 
only a transitionary stage between this world and the World to 
Come, and opinions differed on the time of its duration. ‘How 

long will the days of the Messiah last? R. Akiba said, Fort 
ears, as long as the Israelites were in the wilderness. R. Eliezer 
+5 José) said, A hundred years. R. Berechya said in the name 
of R. Dosa, Six hundred years. R. Judah the Prince said, Four 
hundred years, as long as the Israelites were in Egypt. R. Eliezer 
(b. Hyrcanus) said, A thousand years. R. Abbahu said, Seven 
thousand years; and the Rabbis generally declared, Two thousand 
years’ (Tanchuma Ekeb §7). Other versions read:_‘R. Eliezer 
said, The days of the Messiah will be forty years. R. Eleazar Db. 
said, Seventy years. R. Ju e ce said, Three 


generations’ (Sanh. 99a). ‘R. Eliezer said, The days of the Messiah 
will be forty year. R. Dosa said, Four hundred years. R. Judah 
the Prince said, Three hundred and sixty-five years. R. Abimi b. 
Abbahu said, Seven thousand years. R. Judah said in the name 
of Rab, As long as the world has already lasted. R. Nachman b. 
Isaac said, As long as from the days of Noah up to the present’ 


(ibid.). ‘It was taught in the School of Elijah, The world will 
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Works like Otot ha-Mashiach, Sings of Messiah, Agadat ha-Maschiach, Legend 

ofMessiah, describe God's coming intervention in history through a great war 

led by warriors in Persian costume. A late saying ascribed to Rabbi Simeon bar 

Yohai warned that if you see the horse of the Persian tied to a post in the land of 


Israel, expect the footsteps of the Messiah. Yet these specific predictions, 
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translated into prescriptions for political action, proved to be extremely 
dangerous” 
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The renowned second-century rabbi Simon ben Yohai is credited 
with a number of related apocalyptic works. The Tefillia (“Prayer”) 
pertains to Crusader times in its present form, but draws 
indirectly upon the _Nisiarot (“Secrets”) and Midrash ‘aseret 
meliikhim (“Midrash of the Ten Kings”), also ascribed to Rabbi 
Simon, which deal with the career of Islam until the fall of the 
Umayyad dynasty and the rise of the Abbasids respectively.” In 
their turn, these two, and the Secrets in particular, make use of an 
earlier apocalypse, seemingly contemporary with the Arab 
conquests.” 

At the opening of the scene we are introduced to Simon, who has 
been “hidden {for thirteen years} in a cave from the emperor, the 
king of Edom, {who had decreed destruction on Israel}.”He has 
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been fasting and praying for a number of days, and he calls upon 
God to answer his prayer for enlightenment: 
At once the secrets of the end and the mysteries were revealed to 
him, and he sat and began to expound: “And he saw the Kenite” 
(Numbers xxiv.21). Since he saw the kingdom of Ishmael that was 
coming, he began to say: “Was it not enough what the wicked 
kingdom of Edom has done to us, but [we deserve] the kingdom of 
Ishmael too?” At once Metatron, the foremost angel (sar ha- 
penfm), answered him and said: “Do not fear, son of man, for the 
Almighty only brings the kingdom of Ishmael in order to deliver you 
from this wicked one (Edom). He raises up over them (Ishmaelites) 
a prophet according to His will and He will conquer the land for 
them, and they will come and restore it to greatness, and a great 
dread will come between them and the sons of Esau.” Rabbi Simon 
answered him and said: “How [is it known] that they are our 
salvation?” He (Metatron) said to him: “Did not the prophet Isaiah 
Say that ‘he saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen etc.’ ? Why did 
he put the chariot of asses before the chariot of camels when he 
should rather have said ‘a chariot of camels and [then] a chariot of 
asses, because when he (Ishmael, i.e. the Arabs) goes forth [to 
war], he rides upon on a camel, and when the kingdom will arise by 
his hands he rides upon an ass? [Given that he said the reverse of 
this]’ the chariot of asses, since he (the Messiah) rides upon an 
ass, shows that they (the Ishmaelites, represented by the chariot of 
camels) are a Salvation for Israel, like the salvation of the rider on an 
ass (i.e. the Messiah).” 
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Ezekiel 9:4 
And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst 
of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that 
Ezekiel 9:5 
And tothe others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and 
smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 

Ezekiel 9:6 
Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but 
come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary . 
Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house. 
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In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad 
Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.* 
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